Marshall-Smith syndrome: two case reports and a review of pulmonary manifestations.
Two patients with the Marshall-Smith syndrome are described. Both had significant and fatal respiratory distress attributable to this condition. Congenital, functional, and acquired abnormalities of the respiratory tract are described in nine of the 11 case reports in the literature and are characteristic of this syndrome as well as a primary cause of failure to thrive and death in these patients. Unusual immunologic findings in one of our two patients are the first to be reported in the Marshall-Smith syndrome. Quantitation of immune function in other patients with this condition will be helpful in determining the significance of these results. It is hoped that the etiology of the syndrome will be discovered as more cases are recognized and reported by pediatricians caring for infants with failure to thrive, advanced bone age, and chronic respiratory symptomatology.